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NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN….. 

I am glad to write my note with the success of helping 347 children in its initial year of child 

rescue operation. I have understood the journey has many ups and down moments, which Mr. 

Manoj and the whole SOCH team have faced and overcame.  

Every month thousands of children run away from home and land at cities with illusion for a 

better life and land at most difficult situation like street beggars, bonder labour, prostitution, etc.  

Keeping in mind the need for such child rescue and rehabilitation work, SOCH aims to expand 

its operations to other railway stations. We believe it is a large social problem of the large society 

and expect many social sensitive people from corporate, civil society and government to join 

their hands with SOCH to help such needy children.  

I wish SOCH team all the very best for saving lives of such needy, innocent children.  

 

Pramod Painuly,   

Chairman, SOCH 

  



NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY… 

It is my immense pleasure to publish SOCH’s 1
st
 Annual Report for the period Aug, 2012 to 

July, 2013. The first year has been a wonderful experience of rescuing 347 children and reuniting 

259 children with their families with lots of happy and touching moments.  

SOCH team has been able to sensitize and generate enthusiasm among various stakeholders at 

the railway station we have worked at, like railway authorities, govt. railway police, railway 

protection force, coollies, vendors, auto drivers and parcel man. These stakeholders have rescued 

and referred 26 children to SOCH for further help. I am thankful to all the stakeholders for their 

support and cooperation to the SOCH team.  

The amount of work, which SOCH has been able to do in this one year would not have been 

possible without generous support from Prof. Malcolm Harper, Prof. David Taylor and Mr. 

Pramod Kulkarni(SATHI director). Prof. Malcolm Harper has been the back bone supporter of 

SOCH and without his encouragement and support; SOCH may not have been able to start its 

child rescue operation in Aug, 2012.  

The SOCH team, notably Ishwar Kumar, Madhusmita, Krushna, Laxmipriya, Rashmita and 

Paresh, has shown its commitment and dedication to the work. Mr. Prassana Purohit and Mr. 

Gajanan Raut have always shown active interest and came forward for help whenever a difficult 

situation presented itself. Many volunteers from IMS Institute, XIMB Bhubaneswar, Viswass,  

Niswass and BJB College have also volunteered in the child rescue and resettlement work.  

Besides the above mentioned names, there were many people who came forward to help SOCH, 

as a result of which, the team has been able to help such a large number of children.  

Daily hundreds of children run away from home and landed at railway stations, a very small 

portion of children able to go back their home on their own and majority fall in pray of interstate 

child trafficking. SOCH aspire to expand its child rescue and resettlement operation to other 

railway stations to save the lives of such children. Be a part of it, join us! 

I express my whole hearted gratitude to all these people for making the first few steps of the 

journey a success!                                                  

 

Manoj Kumar Swain,  

Founder Secretary 

  



INTRODUCTION:  

 Society for Children (SOCH) is a registered organization under Society Registration Act, 1860 

at IGR, Cuttack, Odisha. The organization has been founded and started its work in 2012 in 

collaboration with SATHI, a national level NGO working in the field of child rescue and 

resettlement across India. At present SOCH works at Bhubaneswar Railway Station for rescue 

and resettlement of runaway children to the station.  

 

VISION, MISSION AND OBJECTIVES:  

The purpose of the society is charitable and nonprofit oriented. The activities of the society are 

aimed to realize rights of the vulnerable children in our society.  

Vision: To create a just society, where all children are living happily, enjoying all their due 

rights.  

Mission:  To realize the rights of deprived children and their rehabilitation.  

Aims and Objectives:  

 To rescue and resettle runaway, missing, abducted and abandoned children. First priority will be 

given to family reunion and last option for Institutional care. 

 To rescue and resettle working children.  

 To rescue and resettle begging children.  

 To rescue and rehabilitate addicted and hard behavior street children through de-addiction and 

behavioral modification camp.  

 To run bridge camp for school dropout children for enrollment in formal education appropriate to 

the child’s age.  

 To provide health care service to children. 

 To give safe and nurtured environment for orphan children.  

 To give safe and nurtured environment for physically and mentally challenged children. 

 To encourage foster parenting and alternative care for children in need of care and protection. 

 To develop child centric community through awareness camp and necessary support. 

 To do awareness campaign on child rights and other issue related to children.  

 To conduct and participate in studies, surveys, seminars and work shop connected with 

children’s issue.  

 



OUTREACH, SENSITISATION AND NETWORK BUILDING AT RAILWAY 

STATIONS: 

 

SOCH’s main project for the rescue and resettlement of runaway children starts with outreach 

programs at the railway stations. Outreach workers of the projects patrol around the railway 

platforms to rescue newly landed runaway/abandoned children. Depending on the number of 

staff available, SOCH team tries to cover the railway station for maximum period of time in the 

day. 

 

 

Network building and sensitization play an important role and SOCH outreach staff always tries 

to sensitize the issue of child trafficking among all the stakeholders present at the railway 

stations. Stakeholders includes vendors, collies, govt. railway police, railway protection force, 

ticket collectors, station cleaning staffs, parcel staffs, etc..  

 

In the period Aug, 2012 to July, 2013, SOCH worked only at the Bhubaneswar railway station 

and we were able to rescue 347 children out of which 28 children have been referred by various 

aforementioned stake holders.  

  



 

 

NETWORK BUILDING: 

In order to be able to trace the children at stations SOCH has established good ties with various 

stakeholders at railway stations. This makes it easier for SOCH to be able to identify the children 

at stations and rescue them. These include vendors, coolies, parcel workers, auto drivers and 

GRP. The SOCH team regularly holds meetings with them to strengthen their ties. 

There are 30 vendor stalls at Bhubaneswar station. The SOCH team regularly meets up with 

these vendors taking into consideration that the vendors are not permanently based at the stalls. 

With this they make sure that every new vendor is a part of their network. 

The Coolie team at Bhubaneswar station includes 90 members. These work in two groups. 

Meetings with coolies help in sensitizing them regarding the work done by SOCH and making 

them aware of the issues and needs of children landing on railway platforms.   

Meeting with the parcel workers who are involved in luggage loading in the trains, was to raise 

the standard of referral cases and to sensitize them regarding the work done by SOCH. 

Several auto drivers reside and operate near Bhubaneswar railway station. Regular meetings are 

held with them and the secretary of their association in order to gain their support for the rescue 

of the children. 

 

Below a few brief reports of network building 

1. RPF introduction Meeting: 

We conducted an introduction meeting with RPF 

(Railway protection force) staff with the aim of creating 

good rapport with them and sensitizing them regarding 

our work so that they can contribute to the initiative in 

their capacity.  

 

Table(1): Child Rescue in the Period Aug 2012 to July 2013 
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The meeting was held at RPF post at Bhubaneswar on 13th March, 2013. 20 RPF staff including 

2 Sub Inspectors was present there.  We provided them our contact numbers and brief 

information about street and runaway children. We have been getting positive response from 

them.  

2. Introduction meeting with TTE:   

SOCH team had also conducted an introduction meeting 

with TTEs on 12th March, 2013 at CTI office. There 

were 3 TTE and 2 Head TTE and we gave them our 

contact numbers and sensitized them about how they can 

help the children as well as SOCH. 

3. DD entry in GRPS at Bhubaneswar railway station: 

We started daily diary entry in GRPS at Bhubaneswar 

Railway station and after that meeting we got a lot of 

positive response from them. A girl was referred by 

GRP   March, 2013 and we did her home placement in 

their presence. 

4. Meeting with NUTECH Group (station cleaning 

group):  

The main motto behind this meeting was to make the 

station cleaning group aware of the initiative taken up by 

SOCH, so that they could contribute to the aim of 

rescuing the run-away children. 

So far, one girl child has been referred by them and they 

have also helped the team several times in various ways. 

5. Meetings with Coolies: 

A number of meetings with coolies have been organized 

at the Bhubaneswar railway station.  

After the meetings, many coolies are helping the SOCH 

team at the station in rescuing children. 

 

 

 



6. Meeting with Vendors: 

Regular meetings were conducted with the vendors  

of Bhubaneswar railway station. SOCH team has been  

meeting them and sensitizing them about the work of 

SOCH. Around 30 stall vendors are involved in this 

initiative. After our meetings, we have been got much 

positive response from them. 

 

7. Organized meeting with parcel-men: 

A meeting with parcel workers (those working at the 

railway station for luggage loading in trains) was 

organized on 1st June 2013. It was organized in a temple 

near the Railway station. 70 parcel men attended this 

meeting. The main objective was to raise referral cases 

and also to sensitize them regarding our work.  

 

8. Meeting with old children at the station 

We organized a meeting with old children on 30th 

March, 2013 in the premises of Bhubaneswar railway 

station on platform no-4. They have been living at the 

station for a long period of time. Most of them left home 

for some reasons and have now accepted platform life. 

They have got engaged in different kinds of activities like 

cleaning platform and train bogies, rag picking, pick-

pocketing, etc.  

9. Organized a meeting with Auto drivers: 

The main objective of this project is to rescue and 

rehabilitate the needy children from Railway station as 

well as the street.  We successfully organized the auto 

drivers’ meeting on 20th June 2013 at Bhubaneswar 

railway station. 10 auto drivers along with the secretary 

of the auto drivers' union were present.  



 

10. Did a home placement in front of Parcel members' secretary and IIC of GRP: 

                        

Involved Mr.Saubhagya kumar Swain (IIC of GRP) and Secretary of Parcel members and one of 

their staff during the time of home placement. 

 

11. Visit of students from Palli Unnayan Seva Samiti (PUSS):  

PUSS is a society providing residential 

school facility to girl children from 

disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds. 

On 7th January, 2013, the students of PUSS 

visited SOCH to know about the activities 

carried out by the organization.  

 

 

 

12.  Children’s Day Celebration:  

On the occasion of Children’s Day (14th November, 

2012), SOCH organised a special program with the 

motive of sharing some memorable, happy moments 

with the old children. This was held on platform number 

one at Bhubaneswar railway station. Most of these 

children have been found to be living at the station for 

quite some time. They have various reasons for leaving 

their homes and have got themselves adapted to life on a 

railway platform. They are engaged in activities like cleaning of the platform and train bogies, 

rag picking, pick pocketing, etc. on a daily basis. 



 

13. Thanksgiving ceremony:  

After the home placement of above one hundred 

children, 'SOCH THANKS GIVING 

CEREMONY' was organized on the 28th of 

February 2013 at Divine life society, Ashok 

Nagar, (Near Arya Sanskruti Mandira) 

Bhubaneswar.  

The main motto behind it was to acknowledge 

our appreciation of all the supporters- those who 

helped the staff in the process of rescuing the 

children and in the motivating process.  

The parents of resettled children were also 

present in that meeting and shared their feelings 

with the audience. The program will hopefully 

help us to involve our supporters in our work in 

the future also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BASE LINE SURVEY AT KHURDA RAILWAY STATION 

Duration of the survey: - 3 days (8th July to 10th July, 2013) 

Timing of the survey :- (9am to 6pm) daily 

Objective of the survey: 

 To know about the inflow of fresh and newly 

landed children at Khurda Railway station. 

 To understand the main issues of runaway 

children at Khurda station. 

 To identify the status of old children. 

 To create good rapport with railway authorities 

and stake holders. 

About Khurda Railway Station:  

Khurda junction is situated near Jatani square. There 

are seven platforms out of which trains mostly ply from 

the second, third, fourth and fifth platforms.  

There is a small slum colony near the station and as the 

station is very large many children from this slum come 

to the station for food and rest.  

 

Major findings: 

 During the time of our three day survey, we contacted 26 children out of which we 

rescued 16. Of the 16 rescued children, most belonged to the age group of 11-14 years. 

 Most of the children were from Odisha state and a few belonged to Bihar.  

 During the survey, we contacted only boys. Out of the seven platforms, majority of the 

children were rescued from platform nos. 4 & 5.  

 As per our survey, the inflow of runaway children to the Khurda railway station per day 

is approximately five. 

 

 

 



COUNSELLING 

Child Counseling: In order to deal with the vulnerable emotional and psychological state of 

mind of the rescued children, counseling facility 

is in place.   

With their vivid imaginations, wandering 

curiosities, and playful attitudes, children need 

special care and nourishment for a healthy 

future. The small children who run away from 

their houses for a better future, adventure or 

family problems often face the brutality of fate 

and succumb to insurmountable pressure that 

street life renders upon them. With a view of this deadly consequence we do all in our capacity 

to unite such children with their family. SOCH staff, after rescuing the child from the station 

tries to counsel him so that his problem and also his run-away motive would become clear.  

The counseling provided to children plays a significant role in finding out about the parents of 

the rescued children and on taking further steps in their reunion/rehabilitation as applies. The 

success rate of the cases depends on the extent to which the children are influenced by 

counseling. After proper counseling of the children it becomes easy for us to find out their 

problems and work effectively towards their welfare.  

A fruitful counselling session reveals the real reason for having run-away from home and also 

the residential address comes out. This helps us to reunite the child with his parents. As this 

process requires expertise, SOCH team recently 

incorporated a counsellor into the team to deal 

with these affairs. The whole process is carried 

on with extreme care and dedication so that the 

child meets his parents as early as possible.  

Parents Counseling: Counselling is also 

provided to parents who come to take their 

children back to their homes. Counselling thus 

acts as a bridge between the child and his parents to attempt reconciliation and deal with the 

misunderstandings or miscommunication that could be responsible for the child running away.  



 

In other words, counseling parents ensures that they understand the problem of their children and 

the incidence of child leaving home is not repeated. This ensures that parents are clear what was 

troubling the child at home and what exactly made him leave home. Several people have 

appreciated this approach of SOCH. 

This whole process of counselling is done with the help of a professional counselor who first 

counsels the child in order to know his problem and later makes aware the parents of the same. 

Also the child is made to understand his mistake and both child and parents are educated how to 

come up with strategies for solutions to various developmental problems that the child and the 

parents may face. 

Table (2): Reason of child runaway out of all children home placed 

Education related 40 

Work related 78 

Missing children 04 

Misguide By friends, Peer influence 15 

Scolding/Punishment of  parents 16 

Fear of Punishment at home 09 

Problematic behavior 04 

City attraction 70 

Other problem 23 

TOTAL 259 

 

Table (3) : Age wise grouping of the children rescued and home placed   

Out of all children…. 0-6  6-10 10-14 14-18 Total   

Brought to shelter 02 36 187 122 347  

Home placed 00 28 143 88 259  

 

 

 



Table (4): Education wise breakup all children rescued and home placed 

Out of all children…. 1st  to 3rd  4th  to 7th    8th   to 

10th failed  

Madrassa  Nil Total  

Brought to shelter 40 131 119 4 53 347 

Home placed 28 89 109 4 29 259 

 

Table (5): Parents’ status  

Out of all children…. Both alive  Single Parent Orphan  Total  

Brought to shelter 280 55 12 347 

Home placed 216 38 5 259 

 

 

Table (5): Out of home duration of children rescued and home placed.  

1day to 2days 3days to 6 days 1 week to 1 

month  

More than 1 

month 

Total  

237 56 40 14 347 

 

Table (6): Number of times runaway.  

Out of all children…. 1st time 2nd to 3
rd

 More than 4
th

 Total  

Brought to shelter 230 63 54 347 

Home placed 169 46 44 259 

 

A few Positive experiences: 

1. Suraj Pachim Kabat, a 14 years old boy belonging to a well-to-do family was found at 

platform no-1 by SOCH staff on 4th December 2012 at 4pm. After interacting with the SOCH 

staff he revealed that he is from Khurda road (Jatani) and he came to Bhubaneswar for an outing. 

At shelter after the counseling he stated information about his family, but he did not remember 

any contact number of his family members. However we were fortunate to trace his address and 

after interacting with his parents we came to know that he hails from a well-to-do family. Suraj 

has a problem that he does not like to study. Whenever he is pressurized to study he leaves home 



and runs away, He doesn’t have much interest to study. Then Suraj was counseled individually 

about the importance of studies and the difficulties he could face if he runs away. We did his 

telephonic follow up on the date of 14th January 2013 and got to know that Suraj is continuing 

his study and living with his family.  

2. Sanjit Pal aged 14 years was brought to shelter from Bhubaneswar railway station on 

24th Jan 2013. Despite reated efforts, the child was not willing to share any information. 

Accidentally he walked away from the shelter at 12 pm. Again the staff found him on 25th Jan 

2013 at the same railway station. Again this time even during counseling he did not tell anything. 

It took some time for him to open up with the counsellor and he gradually shared everything 

about his family as well as his run away incident. Sanjit is the son of Mr. Dillip Pal, who lives in 

Randia village under Bhadrak police station of Bhadrak District. His father has a small business 

of vegetables. Reportedly, his father always restricts him from doing what he likes and often 

reprimands him for spending time with friends. So the child became fed up with the life he was 

leading and left home. He decided to go to Chennai where his elder brother is working. While he 

was with us, his family were also searching for him and spent more than Rs 2000. Then by the 

help of RPF his parents got the child from SOCH on 24th Jan 2013. On 23rd February we did the 

telephonic follow-up and came to know that now he is continuing his study and regularly 

attending his school. 

3. Rahul, a 14 years old boy studying in 5th standard ran away from his home in the 

Mahuda village of Dhanbad dist of Jharkhand. He was rescued by SOCH staff at Bhubaneswar 

Railway station on the platform no 1 on 13th Feb. 2013 around 5.30pm.  The child was not in a 

proper dress, but he had Rs 100 and also a mobile phone in his pocket. The child gradually 

shared the reason behind his running away from home. One day he was not interested to go to 

school for which his mother had scolded and beaten him. Reportedly she also restricted him from 

playing with his friends and forced him to study, all of due to which he decided to run away from 

home. On his way, he stole Rs 500 and his uncle’s mobile phone which was switched off very 

soon.  At the shelter the staff charged his mobile, and had one incoming call in some time. The 

staff picked this call and told everything about Rahul and our work. After staying one day at 

shelter his uncle came to get him. His uncle was very happy to see his nephew. They lodged an 

FIR at local police station also. After that we advised his uncle to take care of him and allow him 

some time for playing. Then on 15th Feb. at sharp 10 am the staff handed over the child to his 



uncle. On 12th March we did the follow up and found that his parents are happy with the 

behavior of Rahul and they thanked SOCH staff for their noble job. 

 

A few Negative experiences: 

1. Chandan Das, a 14 years old boy was found on the platform no 1 at Bhubaneswar 

railway station on 24 Dec 2012 in the evening at 6.30 pm. He was working at the railway track 

when our volunteers tracked him. He was very happy when he reached the shelter.  

Chandan is the son of Mr.Kartik Das who lives in Rathagada village under Dhenkanal police 

station of Dhenkanal district. By analyzing him it seemed that he belonged to a middle class 

family. At shelter, Chandan told that he had left his home 2yeras ago.  He used to study at Puri in 

Betric School and was not academically sound. One day when he secured quite less marks in 

exam, his brother hit him and scolded him badly. This prompted him to run away from his home. 

After leaving home he started picking bottles in the railway tracks and selling those in Cuttack.  

However, with more prodding, the staff felt that he was lying and there could be some other 

reason for his running away from home. So the staff carefully explained to Chandan that only if 

he gave the right information, they will be able to help him. Chandan told our staff that before 

some days he was working in press but because of getting less money for his work he left his 

house and started working on the railway station.  

On asking whether he could recall any phone number, he replied in the negative. So we 

approached other sources to get the required information. On receiving his parents' contact 

information, our staff did his Home placement by going to his residence by themselves. His 

parents were elated to see their son back home. But he was on a different path already and again 

ran away from his home on 13 February 2013. 

2. Srinu Reddy, a 13 years old boy was contacted by the SOCH staff on the platform no-1 

at Bhubaneswar Railway station. Srinu Reddy is the son of Mr. Umapati Reddy who lives in 

Gobinpur. He migrated to Bhubaneswar 10 years ago. His father is a gardner and his mother is 

wage labour. They stay in Mahavir Nagar, Saliasahi, Bhubaneswar.  

Srinu belongs to a poor family. His father is alcoholic and spends most of his earnings on 

alcohol. Out of his habit of alcohol he used to engage in brawls with friends and family. Under 

the influence of alcohol, his father beat him once badly and he in response ran away from home.  



On inquiring at shelter he started to cry. The staff promised to help him and patiently 

interrogated him. Then the child gave his neighbour’s contact number. As per the phone number 

the staff contacted his neighbour. But before his parents could come to shelter to take him back, 

he ran away. 

ADDRESS TRACING 

After rescuing the child from various places, he is bought to SOCH shelter and is provided food 

and shelter till he is handed over to his parents. After giving the child some time to socialize he is 

counseled by the experienced counselor of SOCH and with that help the child’s address is 

located. Sometimes however the child remains silent intentionally as he takes the SOCH staff as 

his enemies as they tried to curb his plan of running away from his home and this becomes a 

trouble as SOCH, due to its limited accommodation facility, they aren’t able to take care after 

some days and so the children sometimes are handed over to the nearby NGO who takes over. So 

in case where the child is unable to answer about his residence, SOCH team allows him to 

socialize by giving him some time on his own to communicate with other boys in the shelter. 

Consequently the child realises that the SOCH team is actually trying to help him and thus starts 

to interact with SOCH team. Sometimes however when the child still doesn’t break, the SOCH 

team takes the help of the counsellor who also tries hard to befriend the child. In the process food 

and other supports are given to the child. Sometimes however after all the efforts goes in vain to 

try to find out his address, the SOCH team simply take the help of police to notify for any 

missing diaries. Also the SOCH staffs use the help of internet to solve the problems. Sometimes 

the subject can only remember the village where he hails from and with that little help, his 

residence is located and his parents are contacted.  

 

Table (7): Address tracing status of home placed children  

By help of child’s 

shared phone no.   

Through  

police  

By staff 

physically   

By help of 

other NGO   

Through 

others 

Total  

159 52 36 00 12 259 

 

 

 



SHELTER ACTIVITIES 

Presently SOCH owns a temporary shelter home near 

Bhubaneswar Railway Station where the rescued 

children stay till they are handed over to their respective 

families or produced before Child Welfare Committee 

within 24 hours. Railway stations being an unsafe place, 

the children are brought to this shelter home by the 

SOCH staff members. The rescue operation is followed 

by counseling sessions till the child is safely handed 

over to his/her parents. Till then children are provided 

with clothes, food, first-aid services, non-formal 

education etc.  

Provisions for clothing: 

Goonj, an organization, which renders the service all 

over India has been providing support as far as clothing 

is concerned. Most often children who are rescued are 

encountered in sullied physical condition; hence this 

requirement.   

Provisions for food: 

Majority of the times children at the Bhubaneswar 

Railway station are rescued who have been staying there 

for long periods without any financial help. Hunger 

becomes a major issue for them and so we, till their 

rehabilitation, provide them food at the shelter. 

First-aid services: 

Children, if found in injured condition, are provided with 

basic facilities of first-aid.  

 

 

 

 



Non-educational and recreational activities: 

At shelter we also provide them with some non-formal education like drawing, storytelling and 

sometimes we also engage them in drawing competitions. These types of teaching material 

support are provided by Goonj. 

Birthday celebrations: 

The organisation has been following a pattern of regularly holding a celebration to bring the joy 

of birthday parties to the kids of their shelter home. This way it is easier to connect with them 

and the kids feel at home. The celebration of the most important day in their life makes them feel 

special and allows them to receive the attention that they otherwise wouldn’t receive. 

Holi celebration: 

SOCH takes initiatives to celebrate major festivals with the children. On Holi, the staff narrated 

the mythology connected with the festival for their cultural enrichment.  

 

 

HOME PLACEMENT  

With a believe family is best place for child’s overall growth, SOCH tries to reunited children 

with their caring families on 1
st
 priority. Only when family not able to trace or child don’t want 

to be with family (after counseling), SOCH refer the child to other NGOs for institutional care.  

At SOCH children are kept for maximum of 1 day in the shelter; in the mean time we consult the 

children for knowing his whereabouts. Then on the basis of the consultation if possible the 

family is contacted and children is reunited with the family or sent to other NGOs if family can’t 

be tracked. We report to CWC for subsequent decision regarding keeping the child in shelter 

within 24 hours. If necessary we keep the children in the shelter for a maximum of 1 week for 

consultation purpose.  

On tracking a child we immediately try to contact their parents with the help of phone no. shared 

by child, through police, our staff physically, through other NGO’s or with the help of other 

stakeholders involved in the project such as coolies on the railway platform and vendors present 

at railway station. 

In most of the cases, family comes to SOCH after contact to receive their runaway children and 

family reunion takes place at SOCH shelter.  

 



Positive Experiences: 

The stakeholders in the premises of the railway station have been very co-operative. They play a 

big role in the process of rescuing the children and referring the runaway kids to the SOCH team. 

Negative Experiences: 

Many a times the organisation comes across family members who are alcoholic which affects the 

counseling process. 

There have been instances when the child has escaped from the shelter. On one occasion, this 

happened when the parents of the child were about to come to the organisation to take him back. 

This led to issues in handling the parents. 

 

Challenges 

Language Problems:  

The children coming to Bhubaneswar are often from the adjoining states and can converse in 

their native language only. The SOCH team often finds it difficult to handle such cases. 

There has been a case of Budhiram Singh, a 12 year old boy who was rescued from platform 

number one at Bhubaneswar railway station. He was from Mayurbhanj district but could speak in 

his native language only which made it difficult for the staff to trace his address. The staff had to 

finally take help from Sadar Baripada police station. 

Begging Children:  

The organisation finds it difficult to rescue children who are dependent on begging for earning 

money. Many girls are found to be involved in this activity. 

Rescuing girls:  

The organisation finds it very difficult to rescue girls in comparison to boys. Out of the 6 girl 

children rescued only 2 have been sent back to their homes. Two of them have been sent to an 

NGO and the other two have been referred to Child Welfare Committee. 

One girl child (14years old) rescued from Bhubaneswar railway station was working initially as a 

maid servant in a house where she was not treated well. She wanted to return home but did not 

have sufficient money for the same. She was referred to SOCH by a GRP official. SOCH 

managed to trace her address and send her back. 

 

 



TELEPHONIC FOLLOW UP 

SOCH is concerned about the well-being of the child even after handling him/her to their 

parents. This is the reason for conducting a telephonic follow up, so that we could know about 

the child’s status after restoring him to his home. Many people have appreciated this approach of 

SOCH and consider the organization as a very serious, promising, responsible and caring. 

The time period of contacting the parents initially to know about the child is around after a 

month of the reunion of the child with his family. Another follow up is done after 3 months. The 

only case that we are not successful in this respect is when the contact number provided is 

changed or is inoperative. The organization has a whole hearted aim of the child safety at all 

times. 

 

 

 

117, 58%45, 22%

33, 16%

8, 4%

Follow up status of parents contacted

Studying at home

Working at home

Idle at home

Again runaway

Table( ): Telephonic follow up status of children home placed in the period Aug, 2012 to 

July, 2013 
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259 250 09 47 203 117 45 33 8 

    100 % 58% 22% 16% 4% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:  sochforchildren@gmail.com 

Website:  www. sochforchildren.org  

Blog:  sochforchildren.blogspot.com 

Page:  facebook.com/sochforchildren 

 

 

 

Address:  

Reg. and Admin Office: Plot No-349/3527(3
rd

 floor) , Behind Bhubaneswar Hotel, Puri-Cuttack 

Road, Bhubaneswar-751006.     

Field Office: Plot No-16/14, Behind Bhubaneswar Hotel, Puri-Cuttack Road, Bhubaneswar-

751006   

mailto:sochforchildren@gmail.com

